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Homer’s Iliad Auto References from Book 23 

Page Numbers are from Fitzgerald Translation. The Fitzgerald quote is followed by an amended translation with 
self added. 

1. Greek line 8 page 535 “we'll not unharness our good horses now” Fitzgerald omits “selves” so add after “. .. now, 

but with horses-selves and chariots” 

2. Greek line 66 page 537 “a perfect likeness of the man” “in all being like truth Self 1 2 3 4 ” 

3. Greek line 74 page 537 “I wander about the wide gates and hall of Death” “But Selfly f wander about the broad gated hall 

house of Hades.” 

4. Greek line 80 page 538 “Thou too, Akhilleus. face iron destiny, godlike as thou art, to die under the wall of highborn 

Trojans.” “and, Akhilleus, it is even fate for you, Self, like to the gods ..." 

5. Greek line 107 page 539 “ft seemed to the life the very man.” “But it was wondrously 2 like Self” 

6. Greek line 115 page 539 “while mules plodded ahead of the working party” “before Selves went the mules.” 

7. Greek line 126 page 539 “where Akhilleus planned Patroklos’ barrow and his own” “where Akhilleus planned a 

barrow/tomb for Patroklos and for Self.” 

8. Greek line 244 page 543 “until I too go hid in undergloom” “until such time as I, Self, be hidden in Hades.” 

9. Greek line 258 page 543 “Akhilleus held the troops upon the spot” “Achilles of Self held the men back” or “Achilles 

held the men there, at Self 3 .” 

10. Greek line 268 page 544 “For third prize a fine caldron of four gallons . . . bright as on casting day” “. .. white as 

Self” 

11. Greek line 277 page 544 “Poseidon gave them/Selves to Peleus and he in turn to me.” 

12. Greek line 292 page 544 “yoking the Trojan horses he had taken from Aineias when Apollo saved the man” “. . . 

taken from Aineias though Apollo had saved by drawing away Self.” 

13. Greek line 298 page 545 “and to enjoy his days at home” “and have full enjoyment of Self” Or, “and have full 

enjoyment at Self/in Self.” The Greek is like that of #9, footnote 3. 

14. Greek line 305 page 545 “his father halted. A word to the wise” “a wise man 4 for the good 5 to a 

reflecting/devising 6 self” 

15. Greek line 311 and 312 page 545 “But the charioteers know no more racing strategy than you do.” “But the 

Selves know not how to devise more cunningly than thy Self knows.” 

1 "being like, looking like” but, with this accent it could also have the meaning “being like truth” 

2 qeskelon Literally, “set in motion by god, driven by god” which then comes to mean "marvelously, wondrously” 

3 The genitive, in this case, “of self” denotes the place at which or within which an action takes place. Smyth 1448 

4 The word for wise man is the participle from the verb of phren, derived as phronesis is. 

5 A plural of agathos here, so moral or practical goods. 

6 This is the participle from noew, the verb of mind. Apprehending, considering, thinking, devising. 
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16. Greek line 335 page 546 “As you drive near it, hug it with car and horses” “Pressing hard thereon, Self, drive 

chariot and horses close by.” 

17. Greek line 342 page 546 “joy to your adversaries, humiliation to you” “joy to your adversaries, humiliation to thee. Self” 

18. Greek line 381 page 547 “to rest their heads upon him.” “to rest their heads upon self.” 

19. Greek line 394 page 547 “the man himself was thrown” “and Self was thrown” 

20. Greek line 400 page 547 “Athena fired the team and awarded him the glory”, “Athena fired the team and awarded Self 
the glory 

21. Greek line 406 page 548 “gave him his glory.” “awarded Self the glory.” 

22. Greek line 415 page 548 “I’ll manage it, I know the way to pass.” “I, Self, knowing, will contrive the way for myself by 
art 7 , and I will perceive by mind the narrow way, stealing past that chariot: it will not escape my notice” 

23. Greek line 434 page 548 “Then Menelaos’ mares fell back; he leaned back on the reins” ’’But the mares of the son of 
Atreus gave back, for, Self willing, he didn’t urge them” 

24. Greek line 436 page 548 “and overturn and pile up on the track” “and Selves be hurled into the dust in their eager haste 
for victory.” 

25. Greek line 460 page 549 “Eumelos’ horses must have been hurt along the way” “The [horses] of Self have been hurt on 
the plain.” 

26. Greek line 480 page 550 “The leading team is the one that led before.” “The horses-selves 8 are in the lead, that formerly 
led” 

27. Greek line 481 page 550 “and he’s the one who rides behind” “and Self stands firm in the car and holds the reins” 

28. Greek line 491 page 550 “had not Akhilleus towered up and said” “had not Akhilleus, Self, stood up” 

29. Greek line 496 page 552 “The chariot-teams are coming this way fast” “soon, eager for victory will Selves come fast” 

30. Greek line 509 page 551 “Then he swung from the glittering car” “And Self leapt to the ground from his bright-shining 
car.” 

31. Greek line 531 page 552 “And he least fit for driving on a racecourse” And Self least fit for driving a chariot.” 

32. Greek line 546 page 552 “and he, too, the brave fellow” “And Self also, though being a good 9 /brave man” 

33. Greek line 553 page 552 “And any man who cares to fight for her” “And any man who cares to fight for Self (the mare)” 

34. Greek line 578 Fitzgerald page 553 “he himself prevailed by power and rank” “Self prevailed by excellence/distinction 
and strength” 

35. Greek line 579 page 553 “Here: I’ll conduct the case. . .” “Here: Self will conduct the case. ..” 


7 "Contrive by art” The verb in the middle voice, xeyvijcropaL, contains the root for art. "Perceive by mind” The verb, vorjcrcu, is 
from the root for “mind”. 

8 Another possible translation according to Smyth’s Greek Grammar would read, “the same horses are in the lead" 

9 It’s interesting that this word for good, eoBXoc;, means “good of his kind” whether it’s applied to men, things, or horses. 
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36. Greek line 591 page 553 “The mare I won I’ll give you. ..” “The mare I took for myself, Self will give you” 

37. Greek line 602 page 554 “Antilokhos, I am coming round to you.” “Antilokhos, I, Self, being angry at you, now have 
departed [from anger]” 

38. Greek line 619 page 554 “You’ll never see him again among the Argives.” You’ll never see Self again among the 
Argives.” 

39. Greek line 621 page 554 “Prize though it is, I give this bowl” ““Prize though it is, I give you this in the Self way” 

40. Greek line 633 page 555 “no man of the Epeioi, Pylians, or brave Aitolians” “no man of the Epeioi, Pylians-Selves, or 
brave Aitolians” 

41. Greek line 682 page 556 “and cheer him on, wishing him victory” “and cheer him on, wishing Self victory” 

42. Greek line 691 page 557 “but his legs gave way” “but the legs of Self gave way” 

43. Greek line 699 page 557 “They sat him down . .. and took charge” “They sat him down . . . and Selves going took charge 
of the double handled cup.” 

44. Greek line 734 page 558 “had not Akhilleus held them back” “had not Achilles, Self, risen up and held them back” 

45. Greek line 784 page 560 “At this the crowd laughed at him full of glee” “At this all laughed merrily at Self” 

46. Greek line 880 page 563 “she fell down far from the bowman.” “She fell down far from Self” 
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